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Japan’s Parliament passes controversial refugee law (2023-7-1)

Japan’s parliament passed a bill to amend the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act(*1)
with an overwhelming majority on June 9th. The new law is controversial because it enables authorities
to deport asylum seekers who apply for refugee status three times or more if they cannot prove they
have reasonable grounds to stay in Japan. (*1) HANEEBRUVHRAEZE (BBL T "TNEE))

l The number of foreign people applying for recognition as refugees has increased in recent years in
Japan. Kishida's Liberal Democratic Party and supporters of the revision say some asylum seekers are
abusing the law to avoid deportation and are overstaying at immigration facilities illegally. As of the end
of last year, 4,233 foreign nationals had refused to return home (Ddespite being ordered to do so,
according to the Immigration Services Agency(*2) of Japan. (2NEERER

The new law faced fierce opposition from lawmakers, legal experts, and human rights activists.
They say if the asylum seekers are sent back to their home countries, it could lead to their persecution,
torture or even death.

They have also showed concern that the revised legislation could lead to the expulsion of children
who were born and brought up in Japan. There are many foreign nationals in Japan who can't return to
their home countries because they have families here, and they cannot speak their own mother tongue.
Of those who have not left Japan despite being issued a deportation notice, about 200 people were aged
17 or younger. Though being born and brought up in Japan, they don't have a valid visa, and are called

“illegal immigrants (or refugees)”.
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Some protesters gathered in front of the Diet building on June 9th. Holding banners, they shouted,
“Stop the bad revision!” and “Scrap the bill"” Some were raising placards with English phrases such as
“Protect refugees”.

@ Taiga Ishikawa(f3)I| K¥X) of the Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan(*3) decried the legislation.
He said, “This is a matter of life and death for many refugees.” (*3)IBERER

Takeshi Ohashi(Kf&%%), a lawyer representing a defense team for Kurdish refugees in Japan, said,
"T doubt the lawmakers can take the responsibility for their lives." Around 1,500 Kurds currently live in
Kawaguchi city in Saitama. Many of them are prohibited from working, and have no income. Their
application for refugee status has been repeatedly turned down. They cannot receive welfare services
because they don’t have permanent residency.

“I will be killed if I go back to my country," a Rohingya man living in Japan told the Mainichi
Shimbun, in a frightened tone. Rohingya people are a Muslim minority group in Myanmar. They have
been persecuted for a long time, and some of them fled to Japan. The Gunma Prefecture city of
Tatebayashi has the largest Rohingya community in Japan. Many have applied for refugee status, and

have been waiting for a long time to be recognized as refugees.
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Q10 Where do Kurdish people come from? Why did they come to Japan?

Q11 Where in Japan do around 1,500 Kurds live?

Q12 What are their problems?

Q13 Where do Rohingya people come from? Why did they flee to Japan?

Q14 Which city in Japan has the largest Rohingya community?
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E Japan’s immigration and refugee policy has long been unnecessarily restrictive for a long time.
Some refugee applicants are held in detention centers for a long time, sometimes without adequate
access to medical services.

Sisters of Wishma Sandamali, a Sri Lankan woman who died in a Japanese detention facility,
criticized the passage of the controversial bill. Wayomi, 30, and Poornima, 28, said, "It disregards and
disrespects the human rights of foreign nationals. If deportation is carried out, it could lead to foreign
families being split between Japan and their home countries. Please consider children. They mustn't be
separated from their parents.” They also added, “We must prevent the recurrence of tragedies like the

death of our sister.”
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Q16 Why is Japan reluctant to lower the refugee barriers? Please tell your opinion.

Q17 Please write down the three new things you learned from today’s news.
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1. The new law is controversial because it enables authorities to deport asylum seekers who apply for

refugee status three times or more if they cannot prove they have reasonable grounds to stay in Japan.

2. Human rights activists have also showed concern that the revised legislation could lead to the

expulsion of children who were born and brought up in Japan.

3. Kurdish refugees cannot receive welfare services because they don’t have permanent residency.

4. Rohingya people are a Muslim minority group who have been persecuted in Myanmar for a long

time.

5. Wishma’s sisters said, “We must prevent the recurrence of tragedies like the death of our sister.”
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